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Cooper’s Comments

Harold Cooper

Crops
A mild winter and early Easter have conditioned us all to be hopeful for an early spring. Those 
of us involved directly in agriculture understand the importance of getting crops planted 
early to maximize the growing season and potential yield. 

TRAX, through the use of Precision Planting technology, helps farmers maximize the 
utilization of sunlight through exact plant spacing and accurate plant stands.  In this issue 
we remind growers that TRAX can help, throughout the growing season, assess plant health 
using several methods that include satellite imagery, hi-level aerial imagery and in-field 
scouting.

Energy
With lower crude oil prices, we have all enjoyed lower energy costs. Our energy department 
continues to provide the opportunity for businesses to lock in diesel fuel costs over an 
extended period of time. More details on contracting are included in this issue. 

Additionally, we seek to offer home heat propane and heating oil customers the opportunity 
each year to lock in their energy costs. We haven’t developed the pricing programs yet for 
the 2016/17 winter, but once we do all current customers will receive notification. If you are 
not a current customer and would like to explore the possibility of selecting Premier Energy 
as your home heat supplier, please let us know and we will add your name to our list and you 
will be included in our future mailing.

Merger
In late January the membership of both Jackson-Jennings Co-op and Premier Companies 
overwhelmingly approved going forward with a merger. Merging our two companies allows 
us to invest in new technologies, improve our operating efficiencies and expand customer 
service. The new company will begin operations September 1, 2016.

As always, we thank you for your business and will continue to work to keep your trust. 
Roads are especially congested in the spring and we ask everyone to make the additional 
effort to be safe and drive defensively. 

Sincerely,



“MAKING MORE POSSIBLE”

MERGERth
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& what it creates



 Members of Jackson-Jennings Farm Bureau 
Cooperative Association, Inc. and Premier 
Companies (Premier Ag Co-op, Inc) have 
voted to approve a merger between the two 
cooperatives. The merged organization will 
keep the Premier Companies name and 
will serve  14  counties  in Southeastern 
Indiana with agronomic inputs, energy, 
grain marketing and a wide variety of other 
products and services for agriculture and 
consumers.
In it’s first meeting on March 30, the new 
Board of Directors Board named Harold 
Cooper, who is currently the CEO of 
Premier, CEO of the merged organization.  
   “Both cooperatives entered into this 
merger with extremely strong balance 
sheets and histories of strong customer 
service to the communities they serve,” 
Cooper said. “We believe our unification 
will create a diverse organization 
positioned to serve its members in 
Southeast Indiana efficiently and 
effectively in this dynamic and rapidly 
changing agriculture environment.” 
 The decision to merge was not 
entered into lightly. In a November 
joint board meeting, the board of 
directors for Jackson-Jennings and 
Premier unanimously voted in favor 
of the merger. Prior to that vote, 
both Jackson-Jennings and Premier 
thoroughly reviewed financial 

and operating information for each company. This due 
diligence process took nearly a year to complete. 
 The merger creates a company of about $250 million, 
but means little in terms of changes for members and 
customers or the 200 or so employees of the combined 
company. One change, however, will involve the 
combination of the headquarters of the two cooperatives. 
That decision will be made by the new board this spring. 
 The two farmer-owned cooperatives were founded 
in the 1920s and have energy, crops and retail. Jackson-
Jennings will bring feed, grain, and hogs to the company.
 “Considerable work lies ahead,” Cooper said. “We pledge 
open communication with our members, employees and 
other stakeholders throughout this process. And, as always, 
we are committed to meeting the needs of our customers 
with quality products and services today and every day.”
 The next Premier Companies board, which was selected 
in March, is comprised of six directors from each company. 
The merger will take effect September 1, 2016.
 For more information about Premier Companies, visit 
www.premierag.com. For more information about Jackson-
Jennings visit www.jacksonjennings.com.

The following is a list of the members of the new 
Premier Companies Board of Directors:

Jim Geis
Dennis Stewart

Bill Metz
Joe Bill Misiniec

Brian Arnholt
Nathan Lykins

 
The following current Premier Companies 

Board of Directors will complete their 
board terms in September: 

Bryan Fischer
Brian Huber

Kevin Thompson



 During the awards banquet, 
Premier Energy was recognized 

for having the second 
highest percent increase 
in liquid fuel purchases 
within the CountryMark 
system. Premier received 

this award for increasing 
purchases of premium 

quality CountryMark fuels by 
15.3 percent in the past year. 

 In addition, Premier Energy employee Johnny Tedder 
was recognized as a CountryMark Gold Level Achiever. 
This elite recognition program is open to Petroleum 
Sales Representatives and Outside Sales Specialists 

throughout the CountryMark system. Gold Level 
Achievers earn gold level sales performance status in 
either fuel, lubricant or grease categories. 
 “The employees recognized during the CountryMark 
Awards Banquet truly excel in customer service,” said 
CountryMark Vice President of Marketing Jon Lantz.  
“They have a tremendous work ethic; they deliver on 
their promises; and they look for opportunities to 
better serve their customers every day. We are grateful 
to have these dedicated, knowledgeable and caring 
professionals delivering premium quality CountryMark 
fuels and lubricants to farms, fleets and families 
throughout the Midwest.” 

Excellencein Energy Sales & Support
PREMIER ENERGY BROUGHT HOME TWO AWARDS FROM THE 2015 

COUNTRYMARK AWARDS BANQUET 



MAKE THE SWITCH TODAY
 It’s time to pull the plug on your old water heater. 
A propane water heater is your best choice for saving 
money, saving energy, and reducing your carbon 
footprint. Propane water heaters perform better than 
electric models, in every category that matters.
 Ready to switch? Take a look at the advantages: 
•	 Save 13 to 16 percent in annual energy costs
•	 Smaller than electric tanks with the same capacity
•	 Up to 60 percent lower CO(2) emissions
 For more information, visit: 

www.premierag.com/pulltheplug/



    Premier Energy representatives work with you to develop 
customized DEF programs and strategies to meet your 
needs, regardless of whether you are in charge of a modest 
one tractor, a truck fleet, or anything in between. With 
quantities ranging from a 2.5 gallon bottle to bulk, we have 
the right solutions for you.

Contact us today at 1-877-435-3230.

diesel
Exhaust Fluid

PREMIER ENERGY IS A 
PROUD SUPPLIER OF BLUE 

SKY HIGH QUALITY DEF

NO OTHER FUEL BRINGS
MORE TO THE ROAD.

Proud Supplier of 



 The Premier Energy and Heyob Energy Price Risk 
Management Programs are a contractual agreement that 
allows our fuel customers to lock in fuel prices for a specific 
period of time, helping them minimize fuel price risk and 
better manage their fuel budget to control energy costs. 
 Because we understand that all of our customers have 
unique energy needs, our fuel contracting programs don’t 
follow a one-size fits all approach. Contracting is ideal for 
customers with both large- and small-scale fuel needs.  

 
    We use our expertise of the fuel industry and practical 
real-world experience to work with you to contract a fair, 
fixed fuel price. Contracted fuel prices are stable during 
a designated contact period, and we guarantee that the 
price will not increase – even during the most dramatic 
market fluctuation. 
 In today’s volatile energy market, the Premier Energy 

and Heyob Energy Price Risk Management Programs take 
the guesswork out of forecasting fuel expenses. Contract 
customers avoid seasonal fuel cost fluctuations and can 
more accurately determine the company’s bottom-line 
profit potential.  

For additional information on Premier and Heyob’s Price 
Risk Management Program, contact us today at 877-
435-3230 or 513-367-6868, fuel@premierag.com, or visit 
www.premierag.com/fuel.

CONTRACTING
FUEL

Fuel amount 
(500 gallon minimum)

Contract period
Delivery scheduleYO
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 As farming capacities increase and operations pick up 
speed, it is becoming more difficult for retailers to keep 
pace with growing farm entities.  Premier Ag recognizes 
this industry shift and has moved in a proactive direction 
to keep pace with increasing customer demands.  
 With a goal of going above and beyond customer 
expectations, Premier Ag has built a new dry fertilizer 
building at the Greensburg location, doubling its storage 
capacity.  Not only will we have a larger volume of product 
on site, there is now room for seven different fertilizer types 
compared to just four in the old facility.  
  The facility was designed to meet the increasing demands 
of our customers and to gain logistical efficiencies. With the 
new declining weight loadout system rated at 280 ton-per-
hour capacity and a receiving capacity of 120 ton-per-hour, 
we are positioned to take advantage of river logistics .
  As always, Premier Ag is committed to being your reliable 
supplier well into the future. 

Greensburg 
  Proactive Not Reactive



  With more than two million points of national, regional 
and local data, no other company in the industry provides 
its customers with a more comprehensive resource for 
making agronomic and product decisions for their farming 
operation than WinField Solutions through its Answer Plot 
Program.  
   The Answer Plot Program compares data and products 
from top companies, such as Croplan Genetics, DEKALB, 
Asgrow, NK, Mycogen, and other competitors. The program 
also includes research on macro and micronutrients, 
fungicides, seed treatments, crop protection, and seed 
population strategies. This information is available to 
growers across the nation to use in their farm management 
practices.  
   With over 180 established Answer Plot sites, WinField 
has decided to take its plot structure in a new direction.  
Beginning in 2016, Answer Plots will now be restructured 

as Vision Sites, Performance Sites or Focus Sites, the largest 
of which being Vision Sites.  There will be three Vision 
Sites established in the state of Indiana. These new sites 
will  focus on product comparison and more complex 
agronomic research and trait studies. 
   The Premier Ag/Winfield Answer Plot has been selected 
to serve as one of the new Vision Sites.  What does this 
mean for Premier customers?  It means we will now have 
access to a larger, more robust training platform located 
directly in our trade area.  Having access to a research plot 
of this caliber is an amazing opportunity to gain insight 
into the advancing product and protection technologies 
at a local level. 

Changes  in  Store for the 2016



Precision agriculture is reaching every area in crop management.  TRAX is working with 
WinField and a few select customers on discovering and analyzing the impact of variable 
rate seeding for optimal yield production.  These trials involve creating a variable rate 
seeding prescription with static strips planted within populations that would normally be 
implemented by the farmer.  Data gathered by these trials can be useful in determining if 
variable rate seeding is a precision farming opportunity that would be beneficial for your 
farming operation.  

Greater Acre Trials

This is a management tool designed to inventory, track, and verify plant–available nitrogen 
in the soil.  We want to provide customers a new way to view the behavior of one of the 
greatest input costs in crop production, nitrogen.  Fields selected for the program will be soil 
sampled using a template and an extended soil probe in the same geo-referenced location 
throughout the growing season.  The goal is to provide information on the actual behavior 
of nitrogen in the soil and the amounts of plant-available nitrogen over time.  Results will be 
available to view on the TRAX website (www.premierag.com/TRAX) throughout the season.

N-Watch

   Premier Ag has always had a strong focus on being economically and environmentally 
sustainable.  Through the TRAX program, we aim to promote this standpoint through 
all of our processes within our trade area while helping our customers reach their 
operational maximums. 
    Reaching cropping goals in an economically, environmentally and socially 
sustainable way can be done with the help of the 4R nutrient stewardship framework 
(Right fertilizer source at the Right rate, at the Right time and in the Right place). 
    Implementation of best management practices through the 4R’s will allow 
for optimization of fertilizer efficiency by matching nutrient supply with crop 
requirements.  This practice will also minimize undesired nutrient losses.  

4R NUTRIENT STEWARDSHIP CAN HELP 
IMPROVE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY:
•	Optimizing	nutrient	management	is	simply	good	

business in dealing with fluctuations in prices 
of fertilizers and other inputs, as well as in 
prices of crops sold.

•	Higher	crop	yields	are	well	documented	with	
better crop and soil management. 

•	Improved	fertilizer	efficiency	increases	the	
quantity produced per acre for each unit of 
nutrient applied, without sacrificing yield 
potential.

4R NUTRIENT STEWARDSHIP CAN HELP 
MINIMIZE IMPACT TO THE ENVIRONMENT:
•	Adopting	nutrient	stewardship	contributes	

to the preservation of natural Ecosystems by 
growing more on less land.

•	Retaining	nutrients	within	a	field’s	boundaries	
and in the crop rooting zone greatly reduces 
the amount that is not utilized by plants and 
thereby escapes into the environment as 
pollution.

Precision • Technology • Solutions



TRAX is now giving customers the opportunity to get hi-resolution images of their crops. 
These images can help producers assess field conditions. The low-flying aircraft method used 
to capture the images is a much more reliable method than satellite imaging because they 
can fly below potential cloud cover and can detect more anomalies than satellites can. The 
imagery analysis software can bring in resolutions as low as eight centimeters,  providing 
the highest quality image available, which can help the customer detect potential crop 
health issues.  Hi-resolution imagery can be utilized to create management zones, evaluate 
fertilizer effectiveness, identify mechanical errors, and help with pesticide application 
decisions, detect tillage and compaction problems, highlight potential moisture issues, and 
be an aerial aid in even more management decisions. 

Hi-Resolution Aerial Imagery

Have your fields thoroughly scouted by trained Premier Ag employees and get an upper 
hand on potential pest issues before they impact yield. Our basic scouting program has 
no minimum acreage requirement and will include a minimum of three scouting trips with 
reported findings.  These reports will include ground-truthing photographs, text notes 
made in-field and threshold comparisons, all to make application decisions agronomically 
sound and economically feasible.  Get another pair of boots in the field and eyes on the crop 
by enrolling acres into the basic scouting program!

Basic Scouting

With the advanced scouting, customers receive the same service as the basic scouting, but in 
addition each of the three scouting passes are accompanied by a hi-resolution aerial image 
of the field.  Not only will there be a crop health image, there will be a “visible ground” image 
as well, which is a hi-resolution photograph of the field from above.  The customer has full 
access to these images through a web-site and an independent account.  Additional field 
maps can be uploaded to this account and a comparison tool can be put to use to detect 
trends or specific areas of interest that the customer may not have been able to detect from 
ground level. 

Advanced Scouting

Watch the TRAX website (www.premierag.com/TRAX) for in-season 
newsletters and other current industry happenings.  For more 

information on what TRAX has to offer to customers, 
contact your local Premier TRAX Crop Specialist. 



  On March 2nd, Premier Ag and Jackson-Jennings 
had the opportunity to host the Precision Technology 
Institute in Columbus, Indiana, as a learning opportunity 
for customers.  
 The semi-trailer classroom accommodated 
approximately 60 guests for a session on precision 
technology in agriculture today.  Matt Bennett was the 
speaker and had a very lively discussion on the growing 
importance of the precision farming phenomena and 
how Precision Planting technologies are evolving with 
the industry needs.  
   As a Premier Dealer for Precision Planting, Premier 
Ag strives to continue to bring the best and most 
economically and operationally efficient products and 
information to our customers.  Precision Planting has 
always been a supporter of this initiative, which creates 
a business relationship that benefits our customers first 
and foremost.

Precision Planting         Event



   Premier Ag board member Kevin Thompson and his 
family were named the 2016 Johnson County Family 
of the Year. 
  Since 1979, the Daily Journal has conducted an 
annual Farmer/Farm Family of the Year award program 
to acknowledge outstanding contributions to society 
by farming families. 
   The Thompson farm consists of 1,550 acres of corn 
and soybeans. At one point, the family also raised 
chickens, Simmental cattle and hogs.  Kevin is the third 
generation in his family to farm the land. His parents 
Joan and Gene Thompson took over the farm when it 
was just 160 acres. 
   The family says that they see themselves as stewards 
of the land.

    “Our belief is that you need  
to leave the soil better than 

when you started.”  

2016 
JOHNSON COUNTY 

FAMILY
         OF THE Year

    On March 8 and 10, Premier Energy hosted two customer 
meetings in Greensburg and Edinburgh. Numerous 
customers attended, along with several Premier Energy 
employees, who were available to directly answer any 
customer questions. 
   Adam Ringo and Matt Makinson, from CountryMark, 
presented a market update, providing insight on the current 
and future fuel price environment. Matt Geiyer and Mick 
Calvin, also from CountryMark, defined premium diesel fuel 
and the benefits of PDX-4.

FUEL
MEETING
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Giving Back to 
Our Community

    Every time we open our doors, we continue a commitment 
that’s been growing since 1927: a brighter future for our team 
members, our communities and the world we live in.
   Supporting communities through giving has always been a 
cornerstone of our business and a belief that guides so many of 
our decisions. 
   The following is a list of the local programs and partnerships we 
are supporting in 2015 and 2016: 

•	 Families United for Support and Encouragement (FUSE): 
FUSE provides information, resources and support to Indiana 
families raising children with special needs. 

• Johnson County Community Foundation Friends of Johnson 
County Agriculture Fund: Established to provide support to 
all of the Johnson County Agricultural Community. It includes 
promoting and sustaining Johnson County agriculture, 
supporting Johnson County 4-H and FFA programs, and 
higher education opportunities for those connected with 
Johnson County agriculture.

•	Heritage Fund The Community Foundation of Bartholomew 
County: This organization serves as a catalyst for positive 
change in partnership with others in Bartholomew County.


